To him that loved us, and washed us from our sins in his own blood, and hath made us 
kings and priests unto God even to his Futher; to him be glory and dominion forever 
and ever—AmeEN. Revelations, chap. 1. 
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SACRED COLLOQUY. 


CONTINUED From PAGE 109. 


NO. 6. 


C. Sanrorp.—The following facts concerning circumcision, may, I think, be eon 


eeived, Mr R. as having been fully ascertained in our former conversation. Ist. the twe 
ordinances were distinct. 2d. The one was of Abraham, the other of Moses. 3d. Only 
males were circumcised, but both males and females were dedicated. 4th. Circumcision 
was administered on the 8th day; but persons and things were dedicated from the 8th day 
and upwards. 5th. Dedicated persons and things which were redeemable, were esti- 
mated according to law; but circumcision did not subject the children to valuation and 
redemption. 6th, Circumcision was instituted in Canaan—dedication in the wilderness 


after the abduction from Egypt. 
Mr R.—AIl these things are as you have stated, Mr C. 8. but why recur to them? We 


were engaged in the examination of my sylogism. 
C. 8.—Your sylogism is a sophism, I beg your pardon; but I acknowledge we were 


examining it at parting ; since that time, however, a small pamphlet of 45 pages on 


infant sprinkling by a layman, issued in New York, circulated with great industry by — 
your folks, and sold for a trifle, has fallen into my hands, and as the performance is con- | 
ceived by many to be arare thing of the kind, bear with me, { pray you, while I read a 


few extracts illustrative of the fact, that your people, clergymen and laymen, are uni- 
versally guilty of the gross misnomer of styling circumcision dedication. 


‘We have shown,’ says the layman, ‘page 6, Gen. 17, 9, 14, that God solemnly en- 
- joined upon believers the duty of infant dedication under the penalty of a curse;’ again, 


‘Christ never repealed the law of infant dedication, he only changed the form or mod 
of it:’ again, ‘If ever God repeals this law (of infant en he will let us know 
it in as plain and palpable terms as the enactment.’ 

‘It istrue, he says, men take great liberty with God's commandments, and with his 
blessed word! one denomination has undertaken to répeal the second commandment in 
the moral law and to substitute something of their own. Another denomination has 
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repealed the fourth commandment, and declared that men are under no moral obliga- 


tions to obey it. Another denomination has undertaken to repeal the whole moral law, 
but they have no kind of authority for it. Thus (too) our opponents on this point (the 


_ Baptists) have to repeal God’s law of infant dedication, which he instituted and en- 
joined under the penalty of a curse, and they have no right to do so.’ 


You see, Mr R. in what an attitude you folks are pleased to place us Baptists before 
the public. ‘We are your opponents, you say, repealers of God’s law of infant dedi- 
cation!’ Obnoxious ourselves to the penalty of a curse and struggling to entail the same 
curse On our children and others! Ah me, Mr R. the scheme of things which hopes 
assistance from such an abortion as the pamphlet of this same New York layman, may 
well be itself deemed an abortion: the church which voluntarily resigns itself to the 
direction of a guide so dismally blind as he, may well expect to be found one day in the 
ditch, and if in the fall the dreadful contusion should issue in her total dismemberment, 
all reasonable men will conclude that her entire ruin is only the necessary result of 
falling from an height to which her merits by no means entitled her ever to have been 
elevated. I know that our parties affect friendship for each other, but it is the friend- 
ship of Joab when with one hand he caught Amasa by the beard to kiss him, and with 
- other thrust the dagger into his bowels, saying, ‘Is it well with thee, my lord.’ 

Mr R.—Mr Charles, I shall have to remind you of the matter in issue—the adjust- 
ment of our sylogism :—we ascertained in our Jast, that time and person were essentials 
in the ordinance of circumcision and that my major would include the whole truth if 
enunciated as follows - 


‘ Circumcision was 3 administered to male Jewish children on the eighth day.’ 


Does this statement meet your approbation? ‘ 


C. S— It does not: for this very special reason too : its War are not commensu- 
rate with the law of circumcision, the ordinance about which we enquire ; not sons 
alone, but servants also were to be enstampt with the covenant seal—‘ He that is born in 
thy house or bought with thy money, must needs be circumcised.’ I should, however, 
conceive the following enunciatio. to include every thing: | 


Circumcision was administered @ seal of the covenant to Jewish males, sons and slaves, 
on the eighth day. BS 


Mr R.—This is correct, and if time, person, and purpose, are by you deemed a sine 
qua non, | submit my major inthe form you have given it. -Are you satisfied with my 
second proposition—‘ Baptism is come in room of circuincisicn?’ 

C.8.—I am not; and [am persuaded that you yourself cannot. possibly approve it; 
but supposing it to be correct, then substitute the word baptism for the word cireumci- 


 sion,in your major, i. e..put the one ordinance in.room of the other, and the proposition 


will read thus—‘ Baptism is to be administered a eeal ‘of the covenant, to Jewish males, 
sons and slaves, on the eighth day!’ and. this, without the shadow of a doubt, is 
making the one thing come in room ofthe other in the strictest sense of the word; 
but this, I venture to affirm, it is not your intention tu sustain, and if not, pray what do 
you mean by baptism coming in the room of circumcision? Is there to be any respect 
paid to the law of circumcision, in regard to time, person and design. 

“Mr R.—Mr Charles—‘ It is-by comparing scripture with scripture, that we learn the 


meaning of any one passage, and the true design of God’s ordinances. Whatever can 


be thus lawfully inferred is as much a part of divine revelation as if stated in so many 


words in fifty passages of scripture; and on every subject but baptism, Baptists them- — 
_-selves reason and infer as we do ; else would they never admit, a female to communion 


in their churches, nor observe the first day of the week as a holy Sabbath.’ 
_ By the proposition in question, viz, that ‘ Baptism has come. in room: of eireumcision,’ 
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‘We contend that, as Jews, accustomed to the membership of Infants in the church of 


God, under the Old) Testament dispensation, the apostles must have considered them- 
selves bound to admit the infants of believers into the gospel church by baptism just as 


of old they were admitted by circumcision— because no direction to the contrary was. 


given by the Lord.’ ' 
C. S.—If the Lord, Mr R. told his siventien what they were to do, it was unnecessary 


for him to tell them what they were nottodo. But if the apostles were to be guided : 


in Christian affairs by what they were accustomed to in the Jewish church, then bap- 
tism itself never would have been administered by them at all: again—If the examples 
of all the female disciples in all the churches from Jerusalem to Rome is not proof posi- 
tive of female communion then we have none, and as for what you say of the Sabbath, 
we Baptists are willing to use a pure language and, with the apostles, call things by their 
own names: they style the seventh day the Sabbath, and sodo we. The first day of 
the week we call, as they do, the First day of the weck, and the Lord’s day, and are 
willing to sing— 


The Jewish Sabbaths are no more, 
The earthly rest is gone. 


You say, ‘ whatever can be lawfully inferred is as much a part of divine niet barecsece as 
if stated in so many words in fifty passages of scripture ! 

Lawfully inferred! pray, who is to decide when a thing is lawfully inferred: what 
is lawfully inferrence among Catholics is most certainly unlawful among Protestants. 
Catholics infer the papal succession, but Episcopalians deny this inference. These last 
again infer the three orders, as they are called—of Bishops, Priests, and Deacons in 
the Christian church; this inference you wholly reject and assert an equality of rank 
among the bishops of the church: again, many infer the dedication and consecration 
of houses and children; and these we feel ourselves called upon totally to reject as infe- 
rences which involve the purity and principles of Christianity which it is our duty by 
every lawful means to defend:—I wish, Mr R. we could believe the Scriptures to mean 
what they say, and that we could do what they absolutely command; heaven,I vouch, 
would never incu! pate us for failing to draw inferences. 

- But to return:—A sylogism is an argument consisting of three propositions so con 
envichil and disposed as that the last shall be necessarily inferrible from the two which 
precede it, called the premises, as if A is equal toa hundred, and Bis equal to a hundred, 
then A and B are equal to one another. If the matter in issue, be one of importance, 
the necessity for adjusting the several parts of the argument is proportionally increased 
Now, this case involves a divine institution and per consequence, the divine authority. 
our responsibility is therefore immense; for woe betide the man that sitteth in the 
house of God, seeking to change times and Jaws, and shewing himself that he is God. 


Mr R.~What exceptions, pray,do you take to the last of my premises, that te | 


is come in room of circumcision? 

C. S.—I object to it as not warranting the conclusion ; and I object t6 tle conclusion 
as not being found in the premises. You conclude— Therefore baptism is to be admin- 
istered to infants ;’ not a word about the time when it is to be administered! nota word 
here about male infants ! and yet it has come in room of circumcision. I protest Then, 
that, unless you would make up the subject and predicate of your concluding proposition 
_, of natter not found in the two which precede it—and then your sylogism is not worth a 
- pin—uniless I would accept of a singular commission for true reason and be satisfied with 
a sophisma equivocationis instead of a legitimate consequense, I must object to your 
conclusion as irrelevant. Do you not wish to prove in the conclusion that the male and 
- female infants‘of Christians are to be baptized? or do you presume to exceed the data of 

the Confession and Catechism, and administer it not only to the children of such as are 
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members of the visible church, but to their slaves and to the children of their slaves also, 
for as matters stand at present, and if you would make up your conclusion from the 


_ premises, and so derive from the argument the advantages it apie affords, then the 


whole sylogism must read as follows : 


emer ey administer aseal of the covenantto Jewish males, sons and slaves on 

the e 

But baptism is come +" room of circumcision. * 

There ah oe is to be administered a seal to Jewish sid i sons and slaves on the 
eighth day 


Ordinance; and baptism by sprinkling lawful, by William T. Hamilton, A. M. pastor of 


the first Presbyterian church, Newark, New Jersey; this volume was issued in the 


early part of last year, and contains some excellent things on the subject which the au- 
thor professes to write upon; with that gentleman I am willing tosay. ‘The advocates 
of infant baptism. cheerfully admit that the Scripture furnishes no express command 

nor any plain and undeniable example of the baptism of infants; but while making this 

admission we contend that the examples of household baptism, though it is not expressly 

said of any one of those households that it contained young infants, are yet directly 

favorable to the doctrine of infant baptism; the probability being stronger that they did 

contain children than that they did not, while the case of the jailer’s household, fur- 

nishes no light ground for the baptism of some on the confession of the faith of others, 

nottheir own. At the same time we contend that an express command for the baptism 

of infants was unnecessary since they had for ages been received into.the Jewish church 

by circumcision.’ 

C.S.—If, Sir, as Mr H. and you contend infants were received into the Jewish church 
by circumcision, then not a single female could have been ia that church, which was not 
the fact, for females as well as males eat the Passover, and were in the church without 
circumcision, a matter which of itself sufficiently evinces that children were not re- . 
ceived into the Jewish church by circumcision. | 

But seeing circumcision is not of Moses but originally of Abraham two questions 
arise: Ist. Why did Moses give the Jews what they matted had, viz. circumcision, and 
for what purpose did he give it them? 

I shall answer the last first. Ifany be ignorant of the truth of the case let him listen to 
the apostle who delivers himselfon the origin of the Jewish church, as follows—* More- 
over, brethren, I would not have you ignorant how that all our fathers passed through 
the Red sea and were all baptized unto Moses in the cloud ana in the sea,’ The moment _ 
then the people were baptized into Moses in the cloud and in the sea, and stood on the 
shores of deliverance, that moment they, their children and servants, males and females 


_ forever, were his disciples, and constituted his church, or, what is the same, the Jewish : 


church; they are called, ‘the church in the wilderness,’ by Stephen. Moses then did not 
give his disciples circumcision to introduce them into his church for that would seem 
nonsense, seeing they had become his church by baptism, but he gave his church cir- 
cumcision to introduce her into the covenant of circumcision whatever that might be. 


Again. Why did he give them circumcision seeing they already practised the rite? 
They practised it only as the descendants of Abraham, but now they had become a 
people redeemed by Moses, and were his disciples or church: if now they practised 
circumcision without his authority they virtually denied their discipleship; and if as 
his disciples they practised it not, then the law would have been against the promises, 
and the covenant concerning the Messiah made of none effect. He gave them circum- 
cision, then that, as his church they might be introduced into the cov’t of circumcision | 
and with this view of the subject agree the words used at circumcision; the father said, 
‘mes be the Lord our God who hath sanctified we by. his precepts and bath com- 
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manded us to enter the child into the covenant of Abraham our father:’ Now if Moses’ 
baptism did not come in the room of circumcision, John’s baptism did not come in the 
room of circumcision ; and if John’s did not, neither did Christ’s. I know of no other, 
therefore, that could come in its room bnt infant baptism, and as this, it is acknew!- 
edged by you, is not supported by any express commandment, nor is sustained by any 
- example in Scripture; these may suffice to condemn it in the judgment of all pious men. 

But I would recur to your sylogism and ask a statement of your conclusion, what 
would you prove? what would you mean ultimately by infants? sons, or sons and 
daughters; slaves, Or the sons and daughters of slaves? or all of them together? 

Mr R.—I know not, Mr C. that I can state what I intend to prove in better form than 


it has been by said Mr Hamilton. ‘The right of infants to admission to the church by 


baptism, says he, rests, then, on the truth of these few propositions.’ : 

Ist. Before the advent of our Lord, God had a true church on earth; and for many 
ages, that church had existed under a regular organization provided in the Abrahamic 
covenant 


2d. The Abrahamic covenant is still in force, and consequentiy the Christian church — 


is but a continuation of the Jewish. 


3d. Infant membership in the church once established of Goud, never revoked, still 
aa Cade the gospel dispensation, baptism is substituted in the room of circumcision 
as the seal of God’s covenant. oe 
From all which, once established, it will follow that infant baptism is a scriptural 
practice, to avail ourselves for our children, at once a duty and a privilege; and with 
this conciusion the language and the conduct of Christ and of his Apostles, and the 


testimony of Church History will be found on examination. exactly to accord; while 


all the objections that can be urged will be seen to be void of force.’ 

C. §.—Stop, Mr R. I pray you, I had no intention when we began of entering on a 
discussion of all that has been, and that can be gaid on the subject of sprinkling infants. 
I meant only to try the merits of its pretensions ko far as scriptural precept and example 


are concerned ; and seeing its advocates, as Mr Hamilton and you ‘cheerfully admit that — 


the scripture furnishes no express commandment, nor any plain and undeniable exam- 
ple of the baptism of infants,’ I mean to content myself with this admission. 

You have seen, I perceive, the vagueness and uncertainty of your sylogism, and that 
its premises lead legitimately to a conclusion which Presbyterians themselves wou!d not 
support and which they never practise upon; and as for Mr Hamilton’s four proposi- 
tions, I meddle them not. I have scen his entire ophitiaessss which is only a reitera- 
tion of what others of his brethren have said. 

If this is the course you intend to pursue in order to prove that baptism is to be ad- 
ministered before faith, I shall beg of Mr Stansbury to be allowed to resign the conduct 
and management of this matter into his hands. 

Mr Sranssury.—I have xen the pieces by the Layman, and by Mr Hamilton, re- 
ferred to in your conversation; they at least evince the eagerness of Presbyterians to 
propagate and support infant sprinkling and put down all opposers. Mr Hamilton, page 
100, notices the performance of his lay-brother in the following handsome terms—‘since 
this work went to the press, says he, a pamphlet, entitled ‘ The Scrtptural Diretory to 
- to Baptism,’ by a Layman, published at New York, 1830, has been put into my hands, 

and perused with great pleasure!’ ~ 

I feel with Bro. Charles on this matter; without deeming it necessary to enter upon 
the examination of propositions which have long ago been confuted, suffice it that the 
advocates of infant sprinkling cheerfully admit, that neither precept nor example for 
their practice is found in Scripture. The great order of things, therefore, which con- 
stitute the glorious gospel, viz, Faith, Repentance, Baptism, Remission, the Holy Spirit, 


und the Resurrection cannot be impinged scripturally by this unlawful custom of sprink 
infants. 
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THE JEWS. 


Prophecies relative to—The return of the Jews—The advent of Messiah— 
The Resurrection of the dead—The glory of the Messiah’s pengeom, ane 
The punishment of the nations. 


There is not in the annals of the world, perhaps, any popular 
affair more singularly striking than the fact, that notwithstanding — 
the deadly contentions which have taken place between the Jews 
and Romans for the Holy land and for Jerusalem in particular ; 
notwithstanding the fierce and fatal contests, that a desire to be the 
possessors of this country and city, has lighted up between Jews 
and Christians, and Christians and Turks, and Saracens, and men 
of all religions, and men of no religion; notwithstanding all the 


blood and treasure expent on crusades, wars, battles, sieges, and 


sackings, time which trieth all things, should ultimately resolve 
the right in favour of those who have been fairly beat out of it by 
all, namely, the Jews: Christians, generally, ere now willing to 
admit that Canaan belongs of right to: the Jews, and that in con- 
formity with the predictions of their prophets, and the mysterious 
providences of Him who marks out for men the bounds of their 
habitation, this ancient and famous nation after 1700 years expul- 


\_ sion, must speedily’ ‘Feturn to the land of their fathers. 


The prophecies relative to this and the other illustrious matters 
found in the caption to this paper, will form the subject of a few 


essays which we hope will be ay penens and profitable to 
the Brethren. 


first who concerning the future restoration and salvation of 
the Jews, says David Levi, was Balaam; and his prophecies afford a manifest 
proof of the particular providence of God over his people, and his peculiar love - 
towards them.’ 


‘We shall commence, therefore, with the ee of Balaam, which is — 
into four distinct parts, and reads as follows: Num. vasa ch. » 


BALAAM’ S PROPHECY. 


Ist. Balak, the king of Moab, hath brought me from Aram, out of the moun- 
tains of the East, saying, come curse me Jacob, and come defy Israel. How 
shall I curse whom God hath not cursed; and how shall I defy whom the Lord 
hath not defied ; for from the top of the rocks I see him, and Psy the hills I behold 
him; lo! the people shall dwell alone and shall not be reckoned among the na- 
tions: who can count the dust of Jacob and the numbers of the fourth part of 
ey let me die the death of the righteous among them and let my last end 

e his! 

2d. Rise up, Balak, and hear; hearken unto me thou son of Zippor, God is 

that neither the Gf thet he should repent; hath 
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he said and shall he not do it? or hath he spoken and shall he not make it ? 
behold I have received a commandment to bless, and he hath blessed and I can- 
not reverse it. He hath not beheld iniquity in Jacob, neither hath he seen per- 


verseness in Israel. ‘The Lord his God is with him, and the shout of a king is — 


among them. God brought them out of Egypt; he hath as it were the strength — 
of a unicorn—surely there is no enchantment against Jacob! neither is there any 
devination against Israel; according to this time it shall be said of Jacob and of 


Israel ‘ Whal hath God wrought.’ Behold the people shall rise up as a great ' 


lion, and lift up himself as a young lion; he shall not lie down until he eat of 
the prey and drank the blood of the slain. es 


3d. How goodly are thy tents, O Jacob! and thy tabernacles, O Israel! as 


the valleys are they spread forth, as gardens by the river’s side, as the trees of 
lign-aloes which the Lord hath planted, and as cedar trees beside the waters; he 
shall pour the water out of his buckets, and his.seed shall be in many waters; 
his his king shall be higher than Agag, and: his anions shall be exalted. God 
brought him out of Egypt, he hath as it were the strength of a Unicorn; he shall 
eat up the nations, his enemies, he shall break their bones, and pierce them 
throughwith his arrows: he couched, he lay down as a lion, and as a great lion, 
who shall stir him up? Blessed is he that blesseth thee, and cursed is he that 
curseth thee. 

4th. And he took up his parable and said Balaam the son of Beor hath said 
and the man whose eyes are open hath said: he hath said who heard the word 


of God and knew the knowledge of the Most High; who saw the vision of the 


Almighty falling into a trance but having his eyes open. 

I shall see him but not now; I shall behold him but not nigh; there shall come 
a Star out of Jacob, and a sceptre shall arise. out of Israel and shall smite the 
corners of Moab and destroy all the children of Seth: And Edom shall be a 

ession. Scir also shall be a possession for his enemies, and Israel shall do 

valiantly. Out of Jacob shall come he that shall have dominion and shall de- 
stroy him that remaineth in the city. And when he looked on Amelek he took 
up his parable and said Amlek was the first of the nations,* but his latter end 
shall be that he perish forever. And he looked on the Kenites and took up his 
parable and said, strong is thy dwelling place, and thou puttest thv nest ina 
rock; nevertheless the Kenite shall be wasted until Ashur shall carry*thee away 
captive. And he took up his parable and said, Alas, who shall live when God 
does this! And ships shaJ] come from the coast of Chittim, and shall afflict 
Ashur, and shall afflict Eber, and he shall perish forever. And Balaam rose up 
and went and returned to his place. 


OBSERVATIONS. 


a 


Ist. In the first division of this celebrated prophecy, Balaam, if | 


we may believe a distinguished [sraelite, notices the origin and 


noble descent of the Jewish nation sprung from the ancient pat-_ 


riarchs and matrons of old, whose faith was firm as the rocks, and 
_ stedfast as the hills—also that they would continue unmixed among 
the kingdoms, ‘The people shall dwell alone.’ ‘Their vast number; 
and the happiness of the righteous among them. | aoe 

2d. In the second part he advances a step from the origin of 
the nation to their deliverance from Fgypt ‘ God brought them out 
of Egypt,’ glances again at their happiness as God’s people; the 
gift of prophecy which they exclusively inherited, and the terrible 


*Who fought against Israel in the Wil terness, See Exod. xvii. 8 v. 
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attitude they assumed towards their enemies in approaching the 
Holy land—‘Behold the people shall rise up as a great lion.’ : 
3d. In the third part, Balaam beheld their subsequent settlement 
in Canaan, where the precipitous hills poured down the dashing 
waters as from buckets, and where the blessed husbandman 
sowed his seed by all waters, driving thither, as Isaiah says, the 
feet of the ox and the ass. He then notices their elevation to the 
rank of a distinct kingdom in the days of Saul, who conquered 
Amalek and led captive their prince Agag— His kingdom shall 
be higher than Agag!’—ends by a note of their present deliver- 
ance—their strength and glorious power, saying, blessed is he that 
blesseth thee, and cursed be he that curseth thee. fe 
4th. In the fourth and last part of the prophecy, Balaam car- 
ries the history of the nation forward tothe advent and trrumphs 
of the Messiah. ‘I shall see him but not mgh;—I shall behold him 
but not now! There shall come a star out of Jacob, and a scep- — 
tre shall rise out of Israel, and shall smite the corners of Moab, 
and destroy all the walls of the children of Seth’ 


The following is from ‘ Dissertations on the Prophecies’ by a learned Is-. 
raelite —! He here informs Balak of the entire subjection of Moab to the Isra- 
elites; and not only Moab, but the whole world, for all mankind are included 
in the general term, the children of Sheth;* for the posterity of Cain, and all 
Adam’s cther sons, perished in the deluge, so that the line of Sheth only, was 
preserved in Noah and his family. 
© By the breaking down of the wall, he shewed their utter subjection, and the 

entire subversion of their kingly power, and different forms of government by 
the Messiah, agreeable to what the prophet Isaiah says,t “The lofty looks of 
men shall be humbled, and the haughtiness of mortals shall be bowed down, — 
and the Lorp alone shall be exalted in that day.” | : 

‘He then speaks of the subjection of Edom, of Amalek, and the Kenites, 
and in verse 24, proceeds, ** And ships shall come from the coast of Chittim, 
and shall afflict Ashur, and shall afflict Eber, and he also shall perish forever.” 
By the ships of Chittim, he pointed out the Romans, who were to afflict Ashur, 
or properly the Assyrians, and Eber, i. e. the children of Eber, the Jews; and 
this was fully accomplished : for as Dion informs us, Assyria, properly so called, 
was conquered by the Emperor Trajan: and it is well known, that the Romans 
under Vespasian and ‘Titus, destroyed the second temple, and carried the nation 
into this long and dreadful captivity: he therefore adds, ** And he also shall 


«With this explanation agrees what is said in Revelations concerning the advent of — 
Messiah. When the last vial is poured out the‘ cities of the nations Fall? when the 
last trumpet is blown the kingdoms of this world become the kingdoms of our Lord and 
of his Messiah, and when the sixth seal is opened, the kings of the earth, the great men, 
the rich men, the mighty men, and the chief captains, and every bond man, and every 
free man flee to the mountains and to the dens and caves of the earth, and call upon the 
mountains and rocks to cover them, and to hide them from the face of him that sitteth 
upon the throne, and from the wrath of the Lamb! le: 
t Isaiah, ii. 11, 17 
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perish :” that is, Chittim, the Romans shall be utterly destroyed, because they 

were the enemies of the Jews, and afflicted them sorely. And this is only 

_ a duplicate of what is mentioned in the above, when speaking of Edom, “ And 

' ; he shall destroy the remnant out of the city.”» And which is the fourth beast 

mentioned in the prophecies of Daniel, as denoting the last of the four great 

merctnaien) as will be fully —" in the course of these Dissertations.’ ‘: 
“What have we then in the last division of the prophecy under 
consideration? Ist. The Jewish nation by its kings should tri- 
umphantly subjugate Moab, Edom, Amalek, and the Kenites, till 
the Assyrian should carry this last tribe into captivity. 2d Assyria 
herself, with the Jews should be afflicted by the Romans. 3d. Da- 

' vid’s sceptre in the hands of Messiah shall destroy the Romans and 
break down the government of the world, and carry the glory and 
renown of the Jews to the highest pitch— His kingdom shall be 


FORMATION OF CHRISTIAN CHARACTER. 
No. 3. | 


) ' The Jews say ‘Moses taught them their religion in six hundred and thirteen pre- _ 
cepts—three hundred and sixty-five negative and two hundred and forty-eight 


positive ones; but David comprehended them in eleven, as enumerated iu the 
following Psalm : : 


Who can sojourn in thy tabernacle? O Lord! 
Who can dwell in thy holy mountain? . 
» He who walks uprightly and exercises righteousness, 
And speaks truth in his heart;" © | 
Who calumniates no one with his tongue, 
Does no evil to his neighbour, 
never reviles those near to him; 
_Esteems not the contemptible ; 
honors those who fear the Eternal, 
_ "Who swears to his injury and breaks not his oath, 

Who never tends his money on interest, 
And protects the innocent without bribes; 
He who acts so shall not be moved forever.’ 


Isaiah, xxxiii, ch. 15 v. they say, ‘Comprised them in the following six—‘He 
‘(the godly man) walketh righteously ; and speaks uprightly ; despiseth the gain of 
oppression; withdraws his hands from the touching of bribes; stoppeth his ears 

from hearing of blood, and shutteth his eyes from seeing evil. 
‘The remainder of the passage in Isaiah is very elegant; ‘He (whe. does these 
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things) shall dwell on high: his place of defence shall be the munition of rocks; 
bread shall be given him; his water shall be sure ;thine eyes shall see the king in 
his beauty; they shall behold the land that is very far off 


But ‘ Micah, vii. ch. 8 v., they say, taught all the precepts in three articles— 


‘To-do justice; to love mercy, and to walk humbly with thy God’—justice, 
mercy, and the love of God; these are, as our Redeemer has said, the. Gent 


things of God’s law. . 


Paul informs us Christians, that the grace of God eiupatinete in five words 
the sum of Christian morals, ‘teaching us, says he, that denying all ungodliness 
and worldly lusts, we should live soberly, righteously and godly, in the present 


evil world.’—Sobriety respects ourselves; righteousness respects our neighbours ; — 
and godliness respects the Eternal—the father of our Lord Jesus Christ. Now, _ 


the two negative precepts, namely, ungodliness and worldly lusts, just balance 
the three positive ones, and are counter to them; ungodliness is opposed to god- 
liness, and worldly lusts are opposed to sobriety and righteousness; for he who 
indulges in worldly lusts will hurt both himself and his neighbour. 


Our blessed Redeemer, however, summed up all the law and the prophets in 
_ two precepts, and so went beyond both Micah, Isaiah, David, and Moses! 


¢ Master, said a lawyer, which is the greatest commandment in the law? Jesus 
said unto him, ‘ thou shalt love the Lord thy God with all thy heart, and with all 
thy soul, and with all thy mind.’ ‘This is the first and great commandment; and 
the second is like unto it: ‘Thou shalt love thy neighbor as thyself;? on these 
two commandments hang all the law and the prophets!” 

Blessed be God for the instructions of his Son, the Lord Jesus Christ! 

We have seen in the two preceding pieces on this subject, that the principle on 


which God proposes to make us what he would have us to be is, Faith, and what © 


the great end of Christian character is usefulness. Faith and utility then are the 
extremes; the beginning and the ending; the alpha and the omega of this matter; 


_ and the last is always to be taken asa proof of the faith. One of the most strik- 
ing exceptions which God took to the character of the Jews, was their unprofita- _ 


bleness. ‘ They are become altogether unprofitable, he said, ‘ there is none of 


: _ them that doeth good, no, not one? * This, too, is the character of the present 


Christian profession, and I travel no further for a proof of the charge ‘than to the 
ungodliness of the population among whom Christians are found. Society is full 
of deists, atheists, and worldly, opposing and apostatizing professors; there is 
no consecration of person and spirit here; no devotedness; no day and night 
agonies! no wrestling! no tears! no cries! the whole is a religious desolation 


_ spread around like the temple of Jerusalem when delapidated by the Emperor 


Titus. 

Faith, like the mainspring of a watch, s sets the whole in motion, and working 
by love in the man of God and church of God, purifies the heart, impels to 
the obedience of the gospel, and developes itself in all those things which are 
comprehended in Sobriety, righteousness, and godliness. Sobriety, it has been 


observed, respects ourselves; righteousness, respects others; and godliness res- 


pects the father of our Lord Jesus Christ. 
_ To begin with the last first, Godliness, Perhaps the Spirit of Christ urges a 
man first of ‘all to godliness, and godliness discovers itself first of all in gratitude, 
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and gratitude, in thanksgiving and praises to the Most High; and this agrees with 
what is said by the Apostle—‘because ye are sons, God has sent the spirit of 
his Son into your hearts, crying, Abba, Father! 

He, then, that would be clothed with the new man, the new shesheien which 
it is the end of Christianity to form in her disciples, must begin with godliness, 
and his godliness must be allowed all freedom in developing itself in the manners , 
and customs of our religion ; it must be allowed to discover itself in all thanks- 
giving and praises on all occasions, at all times and in all places. In every thing, 
says the Apostle, giving thanks. ‘This was the Apostle’s own custom, and for 
this we have the example of our Lord Jesus Christ, who again in this matter was 
imitated by his immediate followers the primitive Christians. The following will 


_illustrate the words of the Apostle where he bids us in every thing give thanks. 


the piece is from a Jewish book, and shows to us the manners and customs on this 


point of that ancient, venerable, and illustrious people from whom we have re- 
ceived our moly religion. 


_ “ Before eating bread made of rye, wheat, &c. ct said * Praised be thou, O 
Eterna] our God, king of the world, who producedst bread from the earth,’ Over 
any kind of cake: ‘ Praised be thou, O Eternal—who didst create food of va- 
rious kinds.’ Before drinking wine: ‘ Praised be thou, O Eternal, who didst 
create the fruit of the vine.’ Over all kinds of fruit, which grow on trees: 
* Praised be thou, O Eternal, who didst create the fruit of trees.? Over all pro- 
ductions of the earth or the fruit of shrubs: ‘ Praised be thou, O Eternal, who 
didst create the fruits of the earth.’ Over cheese, meat, eggs, &c. and-all kinds 
of drink except wine: ‘ Praised be thou, O Eternal, through whose word all 
came into being.’ After the enjoyment of the last mentioned kinds of food and 
’ drink, they say the following grace : ‘Praised be thou, O Etemal our God, king of 
the world! who didst create many beings with wants, which make them depen- 
_ dent on other creatures, through which the existence of all living things is pre- 
served; praised be thou, Everliving God!? At smelling aromatic herbs or flow- 

ers: * Praised be thou, O Eternal, who createdst aromatic herbs.’ Over other 
aromatics, which do not grow out of the earth: ‘ Praised be thou, O. Etemal, 
who didst create various kinds of aromatic things.’ At the sight of a rainbow: 
‘ Praised be thou, O Eternal, who rememberest’thy covenant, remainest true to 
thy word, and fulfillest thy promise.’ At the sight of trees in bloom: ‘ Praised 
be thou, O Eternal, who didst suffer nothing to be wanting in thy world, and 
didst create such beautiful beings and agreeable trees in the same, for the gratifi- 
cation of the children of men.’ At the sight of lightning, &c. ‘ Praised be 
thou, O Eternal, who always continuest to renew the works of the creation.’ _ 
_ Over thunder and heavy storms: * Praised be thou, O Eternal, whose power and 
all ruling strength fill the universe.” At an unfortunate occurrence, or when we 
hear an evil account : ‘ Praised be thou, O Eternal, who art a just judge!? At 
_ the hearing of good news, or ata fortunate occurrence: * Praised be thou, O 
Eternal, who art an ever kind benefactor.’ At the enjoyment of any new thing, 
and the commencement of festivals, and before the reading of the book of Es- 
theron Purim, &c. ‘ Praised be thou, O Eternal, who hast 
and in Eee | 
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Such was the godly customs of the Jews, and such, too, the customs of the 
ancient Christians. Let us, then, be Christians of the ancient stamp, full of god 
liness, that ever breathing godliness, which, like the air we respire, is ever present 

at all times, and in all places. Let us be forward in adopting and practising all 7 
customs by which good men may be nurtured up and perfected in their souls: let 

all the objects of sense, all that we either see or hear, or touch, or taste, or smell, 
let every thing in nature and in religion excite in us gratitude to God, and let us 
on all occasions, freely, and in spite of all opposing circumstancess, express that 
gratitude in words and actions, and say—‘ Blessed be the God and Father of our 

Lord Jesus Christ ;? so shall the world learn righteousness. 

Bro. R. is exceedingly timid; he would startle at the sound of his own voice, 

were he on any emergency to say ‘blessed be our heayenly Father.’ Morning opens 
her eyelids but not his mouth: evening comes on apace but he cries not ‘ Praise 
the Lord.’ No phenomena in the atmosphere, in the field, or in the forest, can 
at all overcome his turn for silence ;—the aromatics that spice the garden, or the _. 
orchards touch his senses and his heart too, but the habits of the party from 
which he made his descent keeps him as silent as the grave. He hears preaching 
and likes it, but he does not cry * Blessed be God,’ he does not exclaim, ‘ glory 
to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ.’ es the highest 


heavens!? 
The manners of the ancient Christians would never be restored, if all a 


like R., yet R. is just as good a man as any in the church, and is sincere in hi 
- devotions too, but first impressions—alas, first impressions are not easily erased ; 
courage, courage! the state of things calls imperiously for courage. | > 
Q. Is very anxious to restore the manners of the ancient Christians, and to be __ 
clothed with the whole new man, but he feels the want of living example; he. 
feels that a model of individual Christian character, together with a mode] 
church is wanting. 'The Saviour while on earth, was that living model, and the 
Apostles were fashioned after him; they transmitted or reflected his glory upon 
the primitive disciples, and they upon their children; but now all is lost, and the 
manners of the present Christians and of the Christian church, resemble neither 
_ those of Jews, nor Idolaters, nor Turks, nor Catholicks; but are dry and unso- 
cial as those of the recluse philosopher of the age. In short, Q feels that his 
parents neglected him; thathe was not taught the mechanics, if the reader will 
_ permit the word, the mechanics of the gospel; he was not brought up in the nur- 
ture and admonition of the Lord, and now since he has tasted that he is gracious, 
; and feels the spirituality of the institution, the mechanics of it sit very awk- 
wardly upon him indeed; but let Q take courage, there are a great many re- 
deeming things in the party to which he has joined himself. The ancient gospel, 
and ancient order form an excellent foundation for the disciples to build their 
Christian character upon; and they have, without corruptions, put into their 
hands the Bible, where Jesus appears, if not a living model, yet a historical ms 
and to be imitated in all things. ees 
Who knows whether a little patience, and a little more enquiry and resolu- . 
tion on the part of the present Reformers may not put the succeeding generation 
in possession of real Christian character, and ero ienerRNT all thelr 
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THE CHURCHES. 


Many of our churches have suffered exceedingly frqm the want of good government ; 


- many of them are entirely without presidents, and almost all of them without men 


entrusted with the pastoral care; the consequence is, that the individual members feel 
but little responsibility. The ordinances of Christ’s house are not reverenced; the ~ 


wholesome disciplineof the divine institute is not enforced; the righteous are grieved, 


and the holy profession of Christianity is wounded. : 

The first thing to which a small number ought to attend, should be, to put themselves ~ 
under the care of one or two of the gravest and most respectable of the brethren through 
whom they will be responsible to one another as the body and church of Christ. These 
guardians should open and close the meetings—preside in the assemblies of the saints— 
look that grievances be redressed according to the law of Christ—attend to the cases of 
those who commit public faults—receive reasons from absentees—make them knownto 
the body, and see that the flock of God be fed which he has purchased with his own blood. | 

As for the term of service, it might be judged most prudent to let it beshort. It 
does not suit humanity to be appointed forever, and there is nothing in the nature of the 
office of Overseer, nor in what is said of it in Scripture, to force us to conclude that 
men were appointed during life. Elections might take place every three or six months. 
The Jews elect the Presidents of their synagogues in some instances for the term of 
one year only. | 7 3 

It was very proper in the blessed father, otherwise it would not have taken place, to’ 
say to his Son—‘ Thou art a Priest forever ;’ but it does not suit us tu say to mere men 
‘You are Bishops forever.’ Give it them for three or six months, and if under their 
‘care the society grow in grace and in the knowledge of our Lord Jesus Christ, re-elect 
them, if not. take others; but no church should ever be without Presidents, and the © 
best men possible should be obtained for elders—men such as the Apostle describes :— - 

Men who do not earn money by base methods, as Paul says, but the possessors and 
practisers of come honest calling, in farming or in the mechanic arts ; the habits uf such 
active men,if they love the Lord and the brethren, soon carry them beyond men of a 
more speculative turn, and make them the very honor and glory of Christ. 

‘Can you name any trades, says the Jewish Chatechist, which are forbidden to us by 
the laws of our (Mosaic) religion. | | 

Answer. There are none. Onthecontrary, religion makes it the duty of every pa- 
rent to teach his son some trade or useful art,—and the T'alumd adds— The man who 


_ does not teach his son some mechanical trade, is as bad as if he had taught him to become 


a highwayman! Again says the Chatechist. 
Have our teachers of blessed memory, ever set us the example in this respect? 
Ans. Certainly. Agriculture was the favorite pursuit of our ancestors, and the 
greater number of the Talmudists were mechanics. They even thought it honorable to 
be called after their trade, as for instance— 


Rabbi Jochanan, the Shoemaker, 
Rabbi Joseph, the Carpenter, 
Rabbi Jehoshua, the Smith, 
Rabbi Simon the Weaver, &c. 


They used to carry their tools publicly about with them and said ‘every trade ishonor- 
able, it honors the master.’ These excellent [{sraelites pursued their daily labours with 
confidence in God without apprehension and anxious cares, in the hope that God would 


_ send them a blessing and prosperity in their undertaking from his high abode in the — 


heavens.’ 
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Our holy religion also was wont to be adorned in the beginning with ae 
and guardians. It commenced with 


Prince Jesus, son of God, the Carpenter, 
Apostle Peter, son of Jonas the Fisherman, 
Apostle Andrew, Peter’s brother, the Fisherman, 
Apostle Matthew, the Tax gatherer, 
Apostle James, son of Zebedee, the Fisherman, 3 
Apostle John, James’ brother, the vaaarenen, 
Apostle Paul, the Tentmaker, 

Evangelist Luke, the Doctor, 

Evangelist Zenas, the Lawyer, &c. 


If then we want bishops and guardians, and our churches never can do well without 
them, let us not look to high things, but condescend, as the Apostle directs, to men of 
low estate. Nothing in this matter, I confess,, ever excited a more pleasing feeling in 
my soul than on entering a large and flourishing church, to see as the guardians of-her 
rights and interests, bishop Mc———— the Miller; bishop D-—— the Sugar press maker, 
Br. M. the Carter, and Br. R. the Brazier. 

_ These trades are honorable, and men, when they are otherwise fitted for the office 

of Overseer in our churches, should be reckoned the more honorable if they practice 
them. It should, however, be carefully noted that it is highly dargerous for any man, 
-_it matters not what his present standing is, to assume powers and exercise duties which 
have not been delegated to him by the body ; and it would be just as inconsiderate in any | 
body to make it necessary for any of the brethren to do so. To appoint presidents and 
not to be responsible through them. to the body, is as bad as for individuals to demand 
responsibility of the members of a body that has never =" them the overseers 
thereof, and no government is worse than all. 


| | 


GENERAL ASSEMBLY. 

The General Assembly met agreeably to appointment in the First Presbyterian eliurclt 
in the city of Philadelphia, May 17th, 1832. Nathan Beman, Ex Moderator, opened the 
Assembly by a sermon on Ante, 3% ch.20v. ‘So mightily grew the word of God and 
prevailed,’ 

The discourse turned upon the Inefficacy of modern preaching. In an outline of it 
by a correspondent in the Standard, the Dr., it is stated, said that ‘The success of the 
Gospel in primitive times was amazing. Three thousand at one time, five thousand at 
another, and a great number of the priests were obedient to the faith; the Gospel was 
then clothed with peculiar power. The effects produced were entirely disproportioned 
to the apparent causes which produced them. The successors of the first prerchers have 
not been equally successful. Hence the inefficacy of modern preaching is a legitimate 
subject of inquiry. No doubt the reasons of failure are many. We can only now fix 
on a few particulars.’ 

In the course of the enquiry the Dr. stated, as preachers are wont to do,—1st. ‘What 
the difference between ancient and modern success+ was was not to be ascribed to,’ and 
afterwards what it really was, which he conceived gave such success to the primitive 

Ist. The difference between ancient and modern success was not to be ascribed to the 
moral disposition of the hearers; 2d. nor to the gift of inspiration, 3d. ‘ nor to God's 
sovercignty ; but positively— lst. To the devotedness of the primitive preachers ; 2d. The. 
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abundance of their labours; 3d. Their simplicity of manners ; 4th. Their appeals to — 


the hearts and consciences of their hearers; 5th. They were men of prayer; 6th. They 
were united in feeling and heart; 7th. They aimed at the immediate conversion of the 


hearers. 
It will be seen by our readers that the Dr. is willing'to ascribe the cause of this dif. 


ference between ancient and modern success, to the ministers: well, this may be 
correct, but we cannot agree with the Dr. when he would ascribe it wholly to want of 
simplicity and devotedness in his brethren ; for we believe the Drs. of the Presbyterian 
church, generally, would cross sea and land to make converts; that thousands of them 
are devoted, laborious, simple, solemn, pious, and well meaning men. 

The truth is, that the prime cause of the difference between ancient and modern suc- 
cess is to be ascribed mainly to the things preached, and not to the want of manners 
and piety in the preachers; and if the Dr. had said that ancient success and modern 
success were to be ascribed respectively to the difference between ancient gospel and 
modern gospel we believe he would have found his account at once. But indeed the 
‘Dr. seems to know at heart that this is the real cause of the difference, and gives us 
to understand, finally, that the matter, not the manner alone, is faulty. ‘ They, the apos- 
tles, says the Dr. in his last item, never made the virtual announcement that it is not 
expected that men will obey God and do their duty !’ 

From this last sentence it is most apparent that the Dr. charges soine folks, whether 
his brethren I know not, with virtually announcing ‘ that to obey God is out of duty!’ 
Whata charge to be brought against any man by a Moderator of a body so august as 
the General Assembly of the Presbyterian church! 

The most interesting business which came before the Assembly at this sitting, seems 
to have been—‘ A Report of a Complaint from the minority of the Presbytery of Phila 
delphia, by which the Synod had refused to divide the Presbytery in conformity with 
the wishes and views of the complainants.’ 


The principles of division argued for, were \wo—Geographical and Chemical! or wha _ 


the Assembly, by a ‘new felicity of language’ styled elective afinity! After many rea- 
sons for and against the division, by men of all degrees of learning and eloquence, the 
Assembly, according to its sovereign powers, divided the Philadelphia Presbytery Chem- 
ically! but not geographically, nor, we think, philosophically, for they decreed that two 


different things should occupy the same space at the same time—that the vid and the — 


new Presbyteries should occupy the same geographical limits, which is certainly un- 
philosophical. . 

On the whole of this business the Stendiied makes the following reflections:—‘ After 
_a weeks discussion on the subject, the General Assembly of our church has resolved to 


divide the Presbytery of Philadelphia on the principle of elective affinity, or communion | 
in sentiment. In Other words they have permitted the new school members of the | 
late Presbytery to form a new one within the geographical limits of the old, ‘allowing _ 


them undisturbed range over all that debateable ground which lies between the stan- 
dards of our church on the one side, and the rankest heresy on the other.’ 

‘In the departure from principle, which this step so bpinly involves, we frankly ac- 
knowledge our conviction that a course of proceeding is commencing in the Assembly 
which will accomplish nothing to heal the disorders prevalent among us, and we believe 
it will becume, before long, evident to all, as it now appears to us, that for the purpose 
of promoting the entireness and unity of our denomination, a measure has been 
adopted which can result only in a separation of the two parties which exist in it, for it 
is obvious if a Presbytery should be divided bécause those who compose it, differ in doc- 
trinal sentiment, so may shay and even the — ssaentad itself, on the same 
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The first thing in Christianity that strikes the attention and excites the admi- 
‘ ration of those who would reform, is the spread, or what the Dr, calls the an- 
cient success of the Gospel. Now, one would suppose that the transition from 
speaking of the ancient spread of the gospel, to the ancient gospel itself were 7 | 
very easy: well, perhaps it is so: perhaps we cannot easily be attracted by the 
one without being attracted by the other at the same time; perhaps most of all the 
older and experienced brethren who have embraced the present reformation, and 
are now preaching the ancient gospel, felt themselves attracted long ago by 
both the ancient success and the ancient gospel itself, as written in the second — 
chapter of the Acts, and elsewhere. Who, indeed, that is of an enquiring spirit 
amongst us, could avoid feeling that Peter’s enunciation of the Gospel differed 
from the modern enunciations of it: and that his success was infinitely beyond 
any thing that we behold now a days? : | 
But between the moment at which a thing is perceived and the time of its 
practical application to the purposes for which it may have been originally or- 
dained of God, how long a period may elapse! The discovery of the polarity 
of the Needle was made in the 13th century, but how many things must have 
been said about it, and. how many years must have past away before it formed 
the mariner’s compass, and was used for the great purpose of conducting seamen © 
across the wide and pathless oceans of the world! ‘The ancients, it is said, had 
noticed gravitation, and had made observations on some of its more obvious and © 
immediate effects, but it was not until the days of Newton that the grandest phe- 
nomena in the universe were referred to the operation of this power. 
How many things were spoken about steam between the time that a gentle- _ y 
_ man, sitting by the fire side, observed its power in lifting up the stiff lid of a ket- 
‘tle and the moment when it was successfully applied as a locommotive force, and 
made subservient to the useful purposes of life! 
Thus it has fared with the gospel too. What have not commentators said of 
its original success and simplicity and what did not our reformers say of it before 
its application to the purposes of re¢onciliation for which it was designed! Now 
even the Presbyterians themselves have disceined the difference between the an- 
~ cient and modern success of preachIng it! no doubt their next thought will be 
the difference between the ancient gospel and modern gospel, and their third, 
_ to apply it in proclaiming, to its original purposes! But how longa time may 
elapse between the first and the second, and between the second and. third of 
- these matters, no man can even conjecture; to the practical use of it, however, 
they and all ultimately must come, | 


ANECDOTE, 


Archbishop of Bourdeaux.—The late Archbishop of Bourdeaux, was dietin~ 
guished for tolerance and enlightened benevolence, The following anecdote will 
not be read without interest. * My lord,’ said a person to him one day, ‘here isa 
poor woman to ask charity; what do you wish to do for her? How old is she? 
-*Seventy,’? ‘Is she in great distress?” ‘She says so.’ ‘She must be relieved ; 
give her twenty-five francs.’ ‘ T'wenty-five francs! my lord, is too much, es. 
pecially as she is a Jewess.’? ‘ A Jewess?? ‘ Yes, my lord.’ ‘Oh that makes 
a great difference; give her fifty franks and thank her forcoming’ 
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‘ON READING THE SCRIPTURES. 


Continued from page 117. 


Take the New Testament in your‘hand; read it diligently, call 

_ upon the Lord for direction faithfully, and follow whithersoever it 

leads the way. ‘Take nothing upon trust; pin your faith upon no 

man’s sleeve; to the law and the testimony. Believe in Christ, as 
the word teaches; put your whole trust and confidence in him;~ 

obey his precepts; worship God publicly and privately with sin- 

cerity and zeal; do justly, love mercy, and walk humbly with 

your Maker; and look for his mercy through Christ Jesus unto 

eternal life; and be assured all shall be well. : 

‘Be all these things as they may, the religion of Jesus i isa thing | 
of which you do not approve. He might be a very good sort of 
man, but his doctrines are not to your taste. If you could only 
get clear of the Bible, and of priests of every denomination, you 
then flatter yourselves we should see happier days?’ 

The Bible, and the persons appointed by that book to minister 
in holy things, are unquestionably great restraints upon the pas. 
sions of men; and blameable as our order has been, and, bad as 
the world is, there is no little reason to suppose, it would be much 
worse without that order. It is probable you have not well con. 
sidered what the consequence would be of removing those grie- 
vances out of the way: And had we not ‘better bore those ills 

_we have, than fly to others that we know not of?’ Reformation of 
the decayed, impolitical, and unevangelical parts of the British 
constitution—not surely the destruction of the whole—should be 
the ardent wish of every true friend to his country, and to human 
nature. Perfect liberty, civil and religious, is the birthright of 
man, Whatever of this nature is still wanting in this land, might 
be easily obtained from our government. No man, therefore, could 
desire to see his country involved in political ruin, for the sake of 
obtaining what hé:may conceive to be some considerable advan- 
tages. Enlighten the public mind, and it will not be long before 

all remaining abusés shall be rectified. ) 

Let us only see Biblesand gospel preachers removed out of the 
way, an event as some afieci to think devoutly to be wished, and 
the country must undergo every possible calamity. We should ‘be 

involved.in all the miseries that human nature, in a civilized state, 
, is capable of undergoing. And from being one of the first and acs 
most powerful nations upon the earth, we should become,one of 
the lowest, weakest, and most wretched kingdoms in. Kurepe. And Ag 

could any man, for the Sake of ridding the country of these bug- 

bears, the Bible and priests, wish to see all this evil come upon us? 
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If any person approves not of religion and its ministers, he is at 
perfect liberty, to decline paying them any attention. He may 
think and act according to his own pleasure. Why then should 
"any man desire to see this land involved in a destruction so com- 
— Be assured, whenever it comes it will be promiscuous. 

he generation then living will be, in every temporal sense at 


least, totally ruined, and no man shall be able to extricate himself — 


from. the general calamity. In that case, and indeed, in every 
other possible case, the gospel of Christ affords the only sure re- 
fuge. It is calculated for both worlds. “The Lord God is a sun 
and shield; the Lord will give grace and glory; no good thing will 
he withhold from them that walk uprightly. Those that live in 
the entire spirit, and under the full influence of this divine religion, — 
have, even now, large enjoyments of its comforts. And whether 
we are cut off according to the common course of things, or hur- 
ried out of the world by the violence of wicked men, still we are 
fully persuaded it shall be well. They may destroy but they can- 
not hurt us. ‘They will only send us to our incorruptible, unde- 
filed, and unfading inheritance a little before the time allotted by 
the course of nature. 

It is our determination, therefore, to adhere to the Bible, and 
the truths therein contained, at the risk of every thing that is held — 
dear among men. We have counted the cost, and hesitate not a 
moment in saying, it is our glory and j joy; dearer to us than ostel 
sands of gold and silver. 


swear, and from my solemn 

- Will never start aside, 

That in God’s righteous judgment I 
Will stedfastly abide. | 

The world’s contempt of his commands 
But makes their value rise 

In my esteein, who purest gold 
Compared with them despise.’ 


Sincerely pitying, and ardently praying for, the whole genera- 
tion of those unhappy persons, who have forsaken the only foun- 
tain of living waters, and hewn out to themselves broken cisterns 
that can hold no water; with the great Bacon we declare, ‘There 
was never found in any age of the world, either philosophy, or 
sect, or religion, or law, or discipline, which did so highly exalt 
the public good as the christian faith? With Brown, ‘ We assume 
the honourable style of christian, not because it is the religion of 
our country, but because, having in our riper years and confirmed 
, gudgment, seen and examined all, we find ourselves obliged by the 
"principles of grace, and the law of oar own reason, to embrace no 
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other name but this, being of the same belief our Saviour taught, 
the Apostles disseminated, the Fathers authorized, and the Martyrs 


confirmed.’ With Mirandula, we rest in the Bible ‘as the only — 


book, wherein is found true eloquence and wisdom.’ With Rob- 
inson, we say, ‘ The scriptures of the Old and New Testament, 
contain a system of human nature, the grandest, the most exten- 
sive and complete, that ever was divulged to mankind since the 
foundation of nature.’ With Grew, we profess, that ‘The Bible 
contains the laws of God’s kingdom in this lower world, and that 
religion is so far from being inconsistent with philosophy, that it 
is the highest point and perfection of it.’ With Hartley, we say, 
that ‘ No writers, from the invention of letters to the present times, 
are equal to the penmen of the books of the Old and New Testa- 
ments, in true excellence, utility, and dignity.’ With Boileau we 
say, ‘ Every word and syllable of the Bible ought to be adored: it 
not only cannot be enough admired, but it cannot be too much ad- 
mired.’ With Hale, we are clearly of opinion, ‘there is no book like 
the Bible, for excellent learning, wisdom, and use.’ With Boyle, 
we consider it as ‘ A matchless volume,’ and believe that ‘It is im- 
possible we can study it too much, or esteem it too highly. With 
Newton, ‘We account the scriptures of God to be of the most sub- 
lime philosophy.’ With Milton, we are of opinion ‘ There are no 
songs comparable to the songs of Sion, no orations equal to those 
of the Prophets, and no poiitics like those which the scriptures 
teach.’ With Rousseau, every ingenuous man may say, ‘I must 
confess to you, that the majesty of the scriptures astonishes me, 
and the holiness of the evangelists speaks to my heart, and has 
such strong and striking characters of truth, and is moreover so 
perfectly inimitable, that if it had been the invention of men, the 
nventors would be greater than the greatest heroes.’ With Selden 
iafter having taken a deliberate survey of all the learning among 
the ancients, we solemnly profess, ‘ There is no book in the unhi- 


verse, upon which we can rest our souls, in a dying moment, but | 


the Bible.’ And we therefore boldly declare, before the face of | 


all the unbelieving and disobedient world, in the words of Chil- 
lingworth, ‘ Propose to me any thing out of the Bible, and require 
whether I believe it or no; and seem it never so incomprehensible 
to human reason, I will subscribe it with hand and heart; as know- 


ing no demonstration can be stronger than this—‘ God hath said so, _ 


therefore, it is true.” And may we not, finally, exhort and admonish | 


the sceptical reader in the glowing language of Young? 


| \ ‘ Retire, and read thy Bible, to be gay. 
ss, There truths abound of sov'reign aid to peace; 
4 Ah? do not prize them less, because inspir’d, 
. \,Ae thou, and thine, are apt and proud to do. 
If not inspir’d, that pregnant page had stood 
Time’s treagure? and the wonder of the wise!’ 
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ed Epilogue to the Cologuy. 
Mr Sranssury.—Bro. Charles, it appears to me impossible that Mr R. can 


- feel any way but disappointed by your sudden abandonment of the enquiry ; he 


certainly expected to be allowed the opportunity of establishing his point by the | 


_ proposed means. I do not blame you for stopping where you did, but I think 


you might have admitted * Baptism to have come in room of Circumcision’ ac- 
cording to his own apprehension of the matter, and still have succeeded in dis- 
proving his sentiments. 

C. Sanrorp.—I am perfectly aware, Bro. S. that the gentleman wished 
finally to establish that the ‘infants of such as are members of the visible yout 
tian church are to be baptized ’ even as the members of the Jewish church we 
circumcised, but this would be only one point in which the Christian ie 

ould have come in room of the other; what is to be done with females and 
slaves? Are all agreement and analogy between the two ordinances in those — 
points to be surrendered? or would the gentlemen argue that there is no agree- 
ment at all between them in those points. [Lam not persuaded that he would 
willingly plead either for the one or for the other—I am not assured that sas would 
either affirm or deny here. | 

MrS8S. I would have yielded to him on his own explanation, and only begged 
for consistency. Presbyterians say the ‘Christian economy has come in room of 
the legal economy, and particularly that the first day of the week has come in 
room of the sabbath—the Lord’s supper in room of the Passover, and baptism 


_ in room of circumcision.’ Now, for the sake of a case, grant all this to be true; 


let our friends go only one step further in the process of substituting one thing in 
room of another—let them advance only one step and they are gone on their 
own mode of reasoning: Let them say that faith has come in room of flesh, and 
the argument is complete, and their conclusion overthrown. Moreover I believe 
this to be the true state of the case. I believe that as children were circumcised 
on account of fleshly connection with Abraham; so we are baptized on account 
of believing connection with Christ. ‘By whom ye also have been circumcised— 
buried with him in baptism, wherein also ye have been raised with him through ~ 


faith, &e. 


C. S.—The passage from the 3d of Colossions which you have just cited, has 


given birth to great contention, but I did not, I must 


could be disposed of in the manner you have done; do you really think that bap- 
tism has come in room of circumcision ? 

Mr S.—It is most certain, Sir, that this ordinance is intended as that in which | 
our trespasses are forgiven, v. 13, by God through faith; and this being true, this 
cutting off of the body of the sins of the flesh, shews pardon cometh not by hands, 
but by the authority of God, who has ordained it through Jesus Christ. ‘The 
Jewish prepuce was detached by hands, but the sins of those who believe and 
are baptized are taken off by the will of God—‘ having forgiven you all your — 
trespasses,’ sins cannot be taken hold of by hands and so circumcised. 

C. S.--This is rather an extraordinary interpretation of the Scripture in ques- 
tion. It certainly makes the cutting off of the prepuce symbolic. 

Mr S.—It does—the detaching of the flesh of Jewish males by hands, sym- 
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bolised the detaching of the sins of the flesh of converts to Christ Jesus; but 

besides this symbolic import, circumcision had a literal signification. It was to 
Abraham a ‘seal of the righteousness which he had, being yet uncircumcised— 
7 j his faith was accounted to him for righteousness hy God in whom he believed, 
| when he said ‘So shall thy seed be,’ but it was sealed to him when he was cir- 
: cumcised, and there is certainly a difference between making a bargain and sea- 
ie ling a bargain, a covenant agreed upon is a covenant made in word, a covenant 
_ sealed is a covenant made in fact or indéed. Now this is precisely the way in 
Christianity. Faith, the apostle says shall be imputed to us also if we believe 
in him who raised up our Lord Jesus Christ from the dead, who was delived for 
our offences and raised again for our justification, The moment, therefore, a 
man believes with his heart unto righteousness, that moment is he accounted 
righteousness so far as the things can be settled by mere words, and the moment 
he is baptized for remission, that moment is he righteous de facto, or in deed, i. 
e. so far as these things can be settled by words and deeds, Perhaps this double 
method of settling things*by ‘God may lead to the ecclaircissement of some mat- 

_ ters which have heretofore been in dispute. 

The fact of the matter is this: Abraham was a believer, and the covenant, 
or great charter of righteousness by faith was consequently made with a be- 
liever. The children of the flesh was taken up for special reasons until the times 
of reformation, when they were excised, as the apostle says; or to use a figure 
of the Apostles, they were ‘ broken off? the goad olive tree, which had its root 
in faith or believing Abraham—or rather whose root was Abraham, and the gen- 

} ' tles engrafted in their stead ; so that in the Christian institute things stand pretty 
much as they did before and at the circumcision of the man of faith—Abraham. 
It was faith and circumcision originally with him, the father of the faithful, and — 
ee baptism with us, the faithful. 

Dr. Beecher’s invitation to the Second Church in Cincinnati.—In the New iy 
York Evangelist of the 26th ult, I have seen the following statement: I have 
not heard him [Dr. B,] speak of the impression which Cincinnati and the val- 
ley of the Mississippi have made on his mind from actual view of the ground ; 
we a Jee friend from that region tells me that he has made a great im- 

ah. 1 there. _‘Fhe-most- intelligent inhabitants of the city crowded to hear his 
anon night after night, as the richest treat. Men of all religions and of no | 
religion were drawn by his powers of argument, while Christians were instructed 
and edified by his plain and powerful exhibitions of the things of Jesus Christ, 
He received an unanimous invitation from the Second Church to become their 
pastor, He has not yet announced his determination in regard to the call from 
er owe png but the friends of the institution are full of hope that he 

acc 

Pctang surpetied to see such a statement of a judicious friend from this | region, 

_ I feel in duty bound to correct so serious a mistake. In respect to the unani- 

\ mous invitation, we know that not more than twenty members in full connection 
with the church were present at the meeting which decided to offer the invitation ; 

that one of the elders knew nothing of the meeting; another was detained from 
acting by badily indisposition; another did not concur in the movement; and it 

‘that a large number are opposed to having Dr, B. for the pastor of 


\ 
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the Second Church. “We ‘hope that the judicious friend ftom this région who 
furnished the statement for the Evangelist did not intentionally make the above | 
incorrect statement. Perhaps some other judicious friend, anxious for such re- 
sults, gave him his information. Be so good, therefore, gentlemen, @8 to insert 
the above in your excellent paper, and oblige yours, &c.—4n Elder of the Se- 


cond Church. 


From Bro. G. W. Elley, Nicholasville, Ky., June9. ‘Dear Bro. Scott—Your 6th No. 

ef the Evaveruist is at hand, and I am highly gratified to hear through its pages of the 
auccess of the ancient gospel in Tennessee and other places, and willingly contribute 
my mite in giving you a short history of its progress in this region of country. Ata 
Four day’s meeting, held by the Brethren at Clear creek, three miles from Versailles, 
Ky., commencing the Friday before the first Lord’s day, in May, there being many of 
the preaching brethren present, both of the Reformers and Christian body ; 15 Or 16 
made the good confession and were immersed into the name of Jesus: one week after- 
wards, five or seven more were added at Versailles, During the month of may, eigh- 
persons were immersed at this place and immediate neighborhood ; in the neighborhood 
ef South Elkhorn, near Lexington, eight more were immersed by Bro. J. Creath, Sen., 
and Bro. Smith; and a Four day’s meeting commensed at the Republican meeting house. 
eight miles from this place, where many of the Christian and Reforming brethren were 
present, and with one accord proclaimed the word of the Lord to a very large and at. 
tentive audience, and we had the pleasure of adding to the number of disciples twenty - 
one persons ; the greatest love and harmony seemed to prevail, and with one accord the 


_ hearts of all the disciples seemed to rejoice in the Lord. It was thought that there were 


near five hundred communicants who participated in the breaking of the loaf on Lord’s 
day. Iam also informed, that at the three or four day’s meeting at Cambridge, near 
North Middietown, in Bourbon county, some two or three weeks since, some twenty 
or twenty-five persons were immersed, at the forks of Elkhorn, five miles from Frank- 

ort, and at the Crossings, and George town, Ky, some twenty persons or more have 
been immersed during the past month; henee you find, Brother, that we have abun- 


‘dant reason to rejoice. Much good feeling seems to prevail between the Christian and 


Reforming brethren, and with one heart and one soul, being animated by the same 
spirit, they proclaim the word of the Lord with much effect. I pray not for these my 
aposties only, said Jesus, but for all those who believe on me through their word, that the 
world may believe that thou hast sent me. O how long will brethren labour to keep 
the saints apart, by the creeds and systems of men. Let the heathen rage, and the 
people imagine vain things, and call us what they please, we rejoice! yes, and will re- 


joice, at the conversion of sinners ;-and-whilst our opponents are labouring to-convince 
the people that they are dead and to believe that they cant believe we will proclaim 
remission of sins in the name of the Lord. With all affection, your brother in the Lord. — 


Abstract of a Letter to sister Gano, from her son-in-law David Burnet. 
_ Dear Mother—I am happy to know you remember us always, especially at the gra- 
cious throne. I have lately attended three three-day’s meetings; concerning that at 
Mayslick you have already heard; after Bro. left us, four more were immersed 
in the vicinity. Next week the Beasley creek meeting came on, bit there we immersed 
only four; the meeting house was so filled with the saints that sinners could not hear ; 
still we had a good meeting. Bro, Rains and myself were the labourers. Last Friday 
the meeting commenced at Red Oak. After the first discourse six persons presented 
themselves, in the evening six more, and next morning at the immersion one more. On 
Sunday we preached in the woods, and labouring from ten to four o’clock, we swelled 


_ the number to twenty-three joyful converts! Bless the Lord! most of them married 
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_ persons, and one lady and One gentleman not less, I presame, than sixty years old each. 
This is my second visit to that place; the first time, two years ago, 17 were baptized. 
We have many enemies where we now labour. Most respectfully and affectionately, 
Yours, ever. 
From Bro. Hendrickson, N. York. Dear Bro. &.—'The. Reformation is prospering 
slowly among us, but I feel confident that notwithstanding the priesthood and their vo- 
taries, it will finally triumph. The friends and Christian brethren are in peace ‘and 
unity, wishing you all like blessings. Since I wrote you last, my third daughter has 
confessed and been immersed for the remission of her past sins ; my eldest was received 
about three years ago, my second daughter two years ago; my companion has been a 
beloved sister for nearly thirty years: We have laid six infants in the silent grave, and 
wait patiently to receice them in the morning of the resurrection from the hand of Jesus 
our Redeemer. Three of our children, all sons, are still but born of the flesh, and it is 
my most ardent prayer that they may also be bern into the kingdom of grace, in order 
that we may together have a right to the tree of life, and together live and praise Him 
who hath loved us, and washed us from our “ine in his own blood! ever, &c. - 


From Bro Hayden, Western edie. tin Bro. Scott—Since I last wrote yon, I 
have removed my family as contemplated. I have immersed eighteen lately, and have 
had information from New York state that in many places in that country the harvest 
is fully ripe. My heart aches with commiseration for the people. How few lay the state 
of things to heart asthey ought. I must beseech you todo every thing that you can to 


stir up the spirits of those who proclaim, for they, as well as those who are taught, are 


liable to sinkings: all reason demands that the leading brethren be fervent in their spirits, 


for if they lack energy, purity, or devotion, how cah we expect those things in the : 


church? I feel so much on this point that I cm tempted to.abandon this country for 


another, but then it would be like a woman running off from her husband _ her own 
‘children. I am really ina strait Ever, &c. : 


From Bro. J. Ashley, Portsmouth. Dear Bro. Scott—Reformation principles need a 
bold and able advocate in this part of our country; prejudices run mountain high. I 
have not been manufactured for a priest, and the learned and intricate science of re- 
ligion is conceived by our folks to be beyond the management of a man who works for 
his daily bread. There are, however, a few little flocks in our vicinity with whom I 
frequently meet; one of them was cast out by our last Association because of her sup- 
posed corruption, but has been again received by a committee of said Association ! — 
Why cannot some of you successful proclaimers come and disciple this town. What. 
ever thou hast done on the Western Reserve, do also here, in this country. Yours. &c. 


Prom the beloved Dr. Richardeon—Extract. Bro: Hayden's visit to this country hes 


been productive of much good; in three ‘weeks he immersed twenty-seven, aiid you — 


will be pleased to hear that the brethren dealt very honorably by him. We expect him 
to return in the fall or spring. In the mean time he is to be succeeded on this ground 
by Bro. Alton, whom he has persuaded to visit us. The disciples areat present very 
much alive, and see the great necessity of employing some one to proclaim the trutb. I 


immersed one here last Lord’s day. 
Sister Osborn spent some time during the winter at Braddock’s field, where —— once 


delivered a ciscourse. When Bro. James M’Elroy went up to bring her home, he 
found one or two who wished to be immersed. He and Bro. Young went up soon after 
and held a meeting at which nine came forward and were baptized ; they left an ap- 
pointment for Bro. Hayden, who went up in a few days and immersed six more.. They 
now meet together, and the disciples from Pittsburgh visit them. Yours in the Beloved.. 


through Jesus Christ.)—Ed. 
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tj THEOLOGICAL SEMINARIES, 


Place. | Denomina- edu- | in 


|Andover, Mass. ng. 

do. |Cong. Unit. 
do. do, |Episcopal, 
Newton, do. |Baptisty 
New Haven, Ct./Cong. 
. |New York, N. Y.|Prot. Epis. 


| ary artwick, do. |Lutheran, 
ThiSem. Du. Rev. Ref. 
Th. Sem. Pr.Ch. U.S./Princeton, do. |Presbyt. 
Sem, Luth. Ch. U. S./Gettysbura, Pa. |Evang. L. 
York, do. |G. Ref Ch. 
ary, Allegheny T. do. | Presbyt. 
_|Epis. Th. School, Va.) Fairfax Co. Va. |Prot. Epis. 


South Th. Seminary, lumbia, s. C. do. 

South West. Th. Sem.|Maryville, Ten.}| do. 
oi Lane Seminary, incinnati, Ohio, do. 
‘Rock Spring Sem. |Rock Spring, Ill.|Baptist, | 
i 3 d-, at Charleston, 8S. C., at Bardstown and in ton 

Ken., and in Perry County, Mo. 
ti MEDICAL SCHOOLS. 

| j Name. Place. |Lectures commence. 
| Maine Medical School Brunswick, 

4 | Waterville Medical School Waterville 
IN. Hampshire Med. School |Hanover 
Vermont Med. School, Univ. Vt.| Burlington 
if . (Vt. Acad. of Med., Mid. Col. Castleton 
Mass. Med. School, Harv. Univ.| Boston 

Berkshire Med. Inst., Wns. Col.'Pittsfield 
* Medical School, Yale Coll New Haven 
Phys. & Surgeons, N.Y. |New York | 


E 


ap. 


Med. Dep. Univ 
\Med. De. Ma ile} 
Medical Col. , Charleston, S.C. Charleston 
Medical Col. Trans. Univ. 
College of _ | 

stadents; at Latch field, Ct. ; at Philadelphia, Pa.; at Bab. 
“mere, at Williamsburg and Yess at. Charleston, 
8.C., and Lexington, Ken.—Repos. 
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Vols. 

Lib. | > 
ij Theol. Sem. } 1,200 
Theol, Seminary, }10,000 4 

: Theological School, | 4 
Mass, 9 Th. Sch 4 
Theol. Instit. 1,200 
Theol. Dep. Yale Cc 3 
, Theol. Ins. Epis. Ct 3,600) 4 
i Th. Sem. of Aubum./Aubum, = do. |Presbyt. [1821] 157 4,000 
HamiltonLit.&Th.Ins|Hamilton, do. |Baptist, 1820) 100) 80} 1,600) 4 
1816 
94 
1812| 537| ~92| 6,000 3 
182¢€ 43) 6,200 
1825; 11; 14 2 
1828 22| 3,964) 
19| 1,500] 3 
[Medical {Philadelphia {Ist Mond., Nov. i 
a: 
| 


